[bookmark: _GoBack]Coursework example: Economics of International Integration and Trade
The brief
Study groups of 3-4 students carry out research on one particular EU country throughout the semester and provide us with an INFORMATION PACK.  Study groups are first expected to provide a joint documentation folder via BlackBoard, to be accessed by all students in their seminar group.  Study groups will further facilitate class discussions based on their EU economy of choice.
Further Details
The documentation and the themes covered in the information pack must address various topics included in the Economics of International Integration and Trade module.  For example: the documentation would monitor an economy’s trade with external partners and changes in trade composition over time, it would document the effects of the single market on companies’ restructuring, it could monitor economic effects of enlargement to new member states, it would discuss the effects of freedom of movement of labour in a particular European country, or discuss the consequences of the euro-crisis and evaluate macroeconomic policies implemented in the context of economic integration. 
The documentation to be produced by the Study Groups would become the background material for seminar discussions in the last two weeks of the semester and is to be uploaded on BB by the week 9 deadline.  This documentation represents:
· A group briefing of maximum 1200 words, analysing the implications of economic integration in an EU economy of choice.
· A list of 5-7 full references (to include academic studies and reports that students wish their peers to access for a class discussion of their chosen EU economy).  Students do not need to upload reports or reference articles per se, but references should form the basis of the 1200 words country briefings.  References would give access to information on any relevant issue that we can explore in relation to a particular European economy, as long as these are framed in the context of integration and trade.
· Data links or data sets, as well as any potential charts and data analysis undertaken by the group should be synthesised in no more than 5 charts and/or tables, which would be part of the 1200 words briefing. 

Please note that materials are put together as a group, uploaded on BB before the seminars where we discuss individual European economies, and would necessarily cover economic topics relevant to the module. The study group is then in charge of involving everyone in the discussion of their chosen economy, acting as discussion facilitators rather than simple presenters.  There is a strong expectation that everyone in the class would have accessed and read the material uploaded by the study groups before the seminars, and could prepare to put questions and develop further ideas based on the ‘country briefings’ of the study groups. 

The tutor will assess: 
· firstly the information pack uploaded on BB and to include: references, data and the group briefing of 1200  words.
· second, the quality of the discussions facilitated by the study group members during seminars. Note: the discussion will be evaluated on the basis of the relevance to trade and economic and monetary integration, as well as taking into account the ability to engage with the rest of the class. 
Feedback will be provided by the tutor to each study group, via the BB Study Group areas and within a week of the task completion by all groups.
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